Teacher Preparation Suggestions
Thanks for inviting us into your classroom.  We are the Orange County Youth Motivation Task Force, Inc (YMTF).  Our goal is to work as partners with you to reduce the drop-out rate of high school students and to encourage students to stay in school.  Our message is “Education is the KEY” to success.

WHAT WE DO: 

· We bring business people into the classroom so that they can share with the students the value of an education.

· We provide our volunteers with data on the cost-of-living and the starting wages for people with and without a high school diploma, and how much it REALLY costs for certain life styles.

· Our volunteers talk about themselves, their jobs, what their companies do or make, and, most importantly, the role that education has had in their lives.

· Many have interesting stories about how they were able to afford their education and some have very dramatic stories about how education has changed their lives.  

· They also talk about the importance in today’s world  of having education/training beyond high school.  While going to college is not the only route, most of our volunteers are college graduates.

· We are not coming to discuss careers, although most volunteers will discuss their jobs because Their jobs are part of the stories they have to tell.

· We are here to supplement the story that you have been telling, i.e., that getting a high school diploma is a very valuable goal.  

We encourage the students to participate in the session by asking questions.  Perhaps the best thing you can do is to have the students think about questions they might want to ask.  The volunteers are trained to answer just about any question, including “Why did you choose this occupation?”  “How can I prepare for a job like yours?” even "How much money do you make?"

Your school coordinator has a tip sheet similar to the one we give our speakers.  It has more ideas that you can share with the students in preparation for our visit.  

We look forward to visiting your school!

Regards,

The YMTF Board of Directors
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